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Introduction  

 Since the establishment of the city of Colorado Springs in 1871, nature’s creatures have 

been of great interest, sparking curiosity amongst city residents and nature enthusiasts. This 

history explores some of the key figures that contributed to ornithological study in the Pikes 

Peak Region, including Charles Aiken, William Sclater, and W.W. Arnold, while establishing 

connections between these figures and reviewing the history of the Aiken Audubon Society.   

Following the biographies and primary sources related to these individuals, historical documents 

related to the Aiken Audubon Society are featured. It is of particular interest throughout this 

work to show how these individual’s legacies continue to be an important part of birding in the 

Pikes Peak Region. While there is likely a wealth of information on this topic that is not covered 

in this work, the intention is to provide the Aiken Audubon Society with an overview of their 

history and to provide sources and resources for historical study.  

A history covering this scope could easily become a book, and in light of the nature of 

this project, some areas of interest have not been explored. For instance, E.R Warren, friend, 

contemporary, and fellow naturalist of Charles Aiken’s, is not covered extensively here. This 

paper primarily focuses on Charles Aiken, partially because materials related to him and his life 

have been preserved in local archives, while those of Sclater and Arnold have been preserved to 

a lesser extent in the Colorado Springs area. An additional intention of the work is to feature the 

research that members of Aiken Audubon have already completed, and to supplement their work 

with relevant source material. This paper is targeted towards exhibiting relevant primary sources 

in lieu of operating as an interpretive history. In this sense the photographed sources are included 

to tell the history, rather than to have an authored history, leaving interpretation to those who will 
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reference this work. In this sense, this paper should be considered as a compilation of source 

material rather than as an academic historical analysis. 

Charles Aiken 

From C.E.H. Aiken 

August 5, 1901 

“I came to Colorado from Chicago Ills. In Oct. 1871 just after the great fire of Oct. 9th. Located 

on ranch at the big spring at foot of three conical hills in Turkey Creek Valley 20 miles south of 

Colorado Springs from which point I made trips in all directions in search of information 

concerning the birds of the west, of which very little was known at the time and to the study of 

which I gave almost my entire attention until 1877 when I found it necessary to engage in 

business in Colorado Springs. Most of the early information concerning Colorado birds 

developed from my investigations.”1 

                                                                                    
Image Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado 

 
1Charles Aiken’s note to future residents of Colorado Springs, August 5th, 1901, MS0349, folder 109, Colorado 

Springs Century Chest Collection 1901, Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 

https://libraryweb.coloradocollege.edu/library/specialcollections/CenturyChest/ch109am.html.  

 

https://libraryweb.coloradocollege.edu/library/specialcollections/CenturyChest/ch109am.html
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The subsequent article is a biography written by Leslie Holzmann and posted on the 

Aiken Audubon Society’s website. This highlights important aspects of Aiken’s life, particularly 

his contributions to ornithology. This thoughtful article serves as an introduction to Aiken. 

Following are images of source material, joined with explanations, with the intention of 

enriching understandings of Aiken.  

“The name “Aiken” seems to pop up all over. There is the Aiken Audubon chapter with 

its logo, Wes, based on the Aiken (a.k.a. Western) Screech Owl. There’s Aiken Canyon and the 

subspecies Junco hyemalis aikeni. Just who was this Aiken that we commemorate in so many 

ways?Charles Edward Howard Aiken himself says it best, “Most of the early information 

concerning Colorado birds developed from my investigations.” 

 

Born in Vermont, on September 7, 1850, Charles was the oldest of five surviving 

children born to James Edward and Harriet Ann Howard Aiken. They relocated to Chicago when 

he was a young boy. At the age of 18, he began to study birds according to the methods of that 

time—by shooting and collecting them. When the Chicago fire of 1871 destroyed his father’s 

business, the family moved to Colorado Springs. Charles took up residence on a ranch his father 

purchased in Turkey Creek Valley, the present site of Aiken Canyon. He eventually owned a 

taxidermy business and a house at Weber and Huerfano Streets in Colorado Springs. 

In 1871, little was known about the birds of the West. Over the next 65 years Aiken 

contributed greatly to western ornithology through his repeated journeys through Colorado, 

Utah, Arizona and New Mexico, making notes and collecting and mounting bird and other 

animal skins. You can find an online version of Aiken’s The Birds of El Paso County, Colorado, 

published in 1914. Aiken was a skilled naturalist. “His hearing was keen, and he could not only 

recognize the notes of birds when heard, but could imitate them closely by whistling. He was 

well acquainted with the habits of birds and various other animals. He had a sharp eye for the 

variations in plumage and other characteristics of birds.”* 

An article that appeared after his death in 1936 includes a description of a May, 1878 trip 

to Horse Creek, about 75 miles east of Colorado Springs: “He mentions Skylarks (Horned 

Larks), Grass Finches (Vesper Sparrows), Meadowlarks, White-winged Blackbirds (Lark 

Buntings), these in large flocks. Mountain Plover were not seen the first 15 miles but became 

common as they proceeded eastward. Small flocks of Brewers Blackbirds haunted all the 

ranches. Pond Creek and Horse Creek were each the home of two or three pairs of Whitenecked 

Ravens. Other species were observed wherever there were trees or bushes. Along Horse Creek 

were water holes and marshy places, where shore birds of several species were seen.”* 

In 1907, Aiken’s collection of bird skins was sold to Colorado College. By the time of his 

death, the collection numbered over 5,700 skins, in addition to a number of mounted specimens, 

as well as nests and eggs. The collection includes an exceptionally complete series of Juncos 

subspecies. Junco aikeni was named after him. Aiken joined the AOU in 1898, but eventually 

allowed his membership to lapse. However, in 1926, at the age of 76, he was made an Honorary 

https://archive.org/details/birdselpasocoun00unkngoog
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Life Associate, a gesture which meant a great deal to him. It’s clear why he means a great deal to 

Colorado birders today.”2 

 

Various aspects of Aiken’s life are highlighted in the sources that follow. The featured 

sources demonstrate his work as an ornithologist.  

 

Wheeler Expedition 

 

                                  
 Photograph of Charles Aiken, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, 

Colorado 3 

 
2 “Who was Charles Aiken?,” Aiken Audubon, accessed October 11th, 2022,  https://www.aikenaudubon.com/about-

aiken-audubon-2/who-was-charles-aiken/.  
3 Photograph of Charles Aiken, October 1874, Ms 0349, box 3, folder 109, Colorado Springs Century Chest 

Collection, Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 

https://www.aikenaudubon.com/about-aiken-audubon-2/who-was-charles-aiken/
https://www.aikenaudubon.com/about-aiken-audubon-2/who-was-charles-aiken/
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Backside of the Previous photograph, Charles Aiken’s Note, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs4 

Transcription: “C.E.H Aiken and Indian pony, taken at Pueblo Colo. Oct. 1874 on return from 

expedition through southern Colorado as assistant naturalist to Wheeler’s government exploring 

party, for an account of which see annual report chief of engineers 1875, p.150 appendix F.F. 

also vol. 5 chap 3. U.S gov. pr. Office Wash D.C.” 

 
4 Back of Photograph of Charles Aiken with note, October 1874, Ms 0349, box 3, folder 109, Colorado Springs 

Century Chest Collection, Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 
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The expedition that Aiken is referring to is called the Wheeler Survey. The CSPM 

describes Aiken’s role on the survey, “He served as assistant ornithologist on the governmental 

Wheeler Survey along the Colorado-New Mexico border and most of his skillfully prepared 

taxidermy specimens from this expedition were sold to the Smithsonian”5 

According to an article commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Wheeler Survey on 

the U.S Army Corps of Engineers website, “In spring 1871, a group of scientists, soldiers, and 

surveyors gathered on the dusty plains of northeast Nevada, near the town of Halleck on the 

transcontinental railroad, to participate in the first U.S. Army Engineer survey in the American 

West since the outbreak of the Civil War ten years earlier. The group’s goal was to map the 

entirety of the western half of the United States, a monumental task. Over the next nine years, the 

members of the United States Geographical Surveys West of the 100th Meridian would 

crisscross the West on foot, horseback, muleback, trains, and wagons.”6 As an assistant 

ornithologist and naturalist on the expedition, Aiken was responsible for recording and surveying 

wildlife on the expedition. This allowed Aiken to collect many birds and to advance his 

profession as an ornithologist. 

 

 

 

 

 
5 “Charles Aiken,” Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, accessed Octber 11th 2022 https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-

story/charles-aiken/.  
6“ Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Wheeler Survey, 1871-1879,” US Army Corps of Engineers, 

accessed October 11th, 2022, https://www.usace.army.mil/About/History/Historical-Vignettes/Parks-and-

Monuments/142-Wheeler-Overview/  

file:///C:/Users/nikok/Documents/
file:///C:/Users/nikok/Documents/
https://www.usace.army.mil/About/History/Historical-Vignettes/Parks-and-Monuments/142-Wheeler-Overview/
https://www.usace.army.mil/About/History/Historical-Vignettes/Parks-and-Monuments/142-Wheeler-Overview/
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Aiken’s Museum 

Aiken opened his own “museum” and curio store in downtown Colorado Springs in 1878. This 

museum contained a variety of objects, many of which were crafted by Aiken. He sold taxidermy 

and Native American arts and crafts amongst other items.  

 

Interior of Aiken’s Museum, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, 

Colorado.7 

 
7 Photograph of Aiken’s Museum, n.d., Ms 0001, box 3, folder 7, Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado 

College, Colorado Springs, CO.  
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Advertisement for Aiken’s Museum, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado 

Springs Pioneers Museum, Colorado Springs, Colorado8 

 

 
8 Aiken’s Museum Advertisement from The Frontier, May 1904, Ms 0001, box 3, folder 28, Charles Aiken Papers, 

Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO.   



Binkowski 9 

 

Aiken’s Notebooks and Sketches 

Aiken recorded his thoughts and observations of wildlife and particularly birds in 

notebooks. In some he is careful to record all of the details of a sighting to include, location, 

gender, behavior, and season. In others, he quickly jots down the sighting. In some notes, he 

detailed identifying traits of birds, noting their preferred habitats as seen in the following 

transcription.  
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Transcription of Journal Entry about Aiken’s Notes on Hummers, Courtesy of the Colorado Springs Pioneers 

Museum Starsmore Center for Local History9 

 
9 Transcription of Charles Aiken’s Diary Entry on “Hummers”, n.d., The Aiken Family Collection, A44-81, 

Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, Starsmore Center for Local History, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
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Entry from Bear Creek Visit, July 25th, 1897, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 10 

 
10

 Notebook Entry “Bear Creek July 25th” by Charles Aiken, July 25th, 1897, Ms 0001, box 2, #1, Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO.   
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Photograph of Bird and Animal Log, Image Courtesy of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Starsmore Center 

for Local History11 

 
11Photograph of A Bird and Mammal Log kept by Charles Aiken, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Starsmore 

Center for Local History, Colorado Springs, Colorado,  https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-aiken/.  

https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-aiken/
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The following pages features a drawing of a Marsh Hawk that includes measurements of 

its size. Aiken notes that the eagle was mounted. His record states: “Marsh-hawk. Female. Aug. 

11 – 06. Eye Brown. In meadows 2 ½ miles East of Printer’s Home. (length 18”,) (length of 

wing 13 ¾ “,) (tarsus, 2 ¾” yellow,) (middle toe 1 1/8”) (hind toe 5/8”,) (claws, black,) (Bill, 

black,) (beak, from lower edge of nostrils, to feather yellow, with ---.)” Alongside the record and 

illustration, he noted: “Mounted aug 12-06.” It is clear that Aiken used this particular notebook 

to track game that he hunted, mounted, or sold, unlike some of his other notebooks which were 

simply used to track sightings.  

Aiken was also a talented artist as is demonstrated in the following sketches from his 

drawing books housed at the Tutt Library Special Collections at Colorado College.  
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Page from Aiken’s Bird and Animal Log, Image Courtesy of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Starsmore 

Center for Local History12  

 
12Photograph Notes from a Bird and Mammal Log kept by Charles Aiken, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum 

Starsmore Center for Local History, Colorado Springs, Colorado,  https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-

aiken/.  

https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-aiken/
https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-aiken/
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Sketches from Aiken’s Drawing Book, undated. Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College 

Colorado Springs, Colorado.13 
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Owl Drawing from Aiken’s Drawing Book, undated. Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado 

College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.14 

 

 

 

 

 
13 Charles Aiken Canada Owl Kingfisher Drawing, n.d., Ms 0001, box 2, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, 

Tutt Library, Colorado Springs, CO.  
14 Charles Aiken Owl Drawing, n.d., Ms 0001, box 2, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado Springs, CO.  



Binkowski 17 
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Bird Drawing from Aiken’s Drawing Book, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, 

Colorado Springs, Colorado.15 

 

Bird Drawing with Color from Aiken’s Drawing Book, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado 

College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.16  

 

 

 

 

 
15 Charles Aiken Bird Drawing, n.d., Ms 0001, box 2, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado Springs, CO. 
16 Charles Aiken Bird Drawing with color, n.d., Ms 0001, box 2, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado Springs, CO.  
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Full page Bird Sketch from Aiken’s Drawing Book, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado 

College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.17  

 
17Full page Bird Sketch from Aikens Drawing Book n.d., Ms 0001, box 2, Charles Aiken Papers, Special 

Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado Springs, CO. 
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Cartoon Sketch from Aiken’s Drawing Book, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, 

Colorado Springs, Colorado.18  

 

 

 

 

 
18 Charles Aiken Cartoon Sketch, n.d., Ms 0001, box 2, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado Springs, CO.  
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Charles Aiken with mounted owl, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado Springs, Colorado19 

 
19 Photograph of Charles Aiken, n.d., Ms 0001, box 3, folder 1, Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, 

Colorado Springs, CO. 
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Taxidermy, Skins, and Mounts 

Aikens specimens, to include skins and mounts, have been featured in museums across 

the United States. According to the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, “By 1907, Aiken’s 

bird collection numbering 4,700 specimens was acquired by General William Jackson 

Palmer and donated to Colorado College.” Currently the “Natural History Museum at UC 

Boulder has the most comprehensive collection. After the Colorado College Natural History 

Museum was closed, they were then donated to the UC Boulder Natural History Museum in the 

1960’s.20 Aiken kept records of specimens and installations in museums. An example is found 

here in a small notebook where he illustrated some of the installations in the Smithsonian. He 

was careful to record location, and many other elements of these installations. It is unclear 

whether these were his own installations or crafted by others. A large collection of birds gathered 

by Aiken during the Wheeler Survey was sent to the Smithsonian.21  

 
20 Charles E. Aiken Papers Finding Aid, 

https://libraryweb.coloradocollege.edu/Library/specialcollections/Manuscript/Aiken.html.  
21 “Local Naturalist’s Works in Exhibit”, newspaper clipping, Aiken Family Collection, A44-81, Colorado Springs 

Pioneers Museum Starsmore Center for Local History.  

https://libraryweb.coloradocollege.edu/Library/specialcollections/Manuscript/Aiken.html
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Aiken’s Depictions of Mounted Installations housed at the Smithsonian, Courtesy of the Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 22 

 
22 Aiken’s Depictions of Mounted Installations housed at the Smithsonian, n.d., Ms 0001, box 1, #11, Special 

Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO.  
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The following is an example of a mount created by Aiken that is housed and currently on 

exhibit at the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum. This particular mount includes the following 

birds: Scarlet Tanager, Maryland Yellow Throat, Cedar Wax Wing, Black and White Warbler, 

Golden Crown Kinglet, Baltimore Oriole, Summer of Yellow Warbler.23 

 

 

 

Birds under Cloche, Image Courtesy of the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum24 

 
23 Accession Record of Birds under cloche, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, June 12th, 1939.   
24 Birds under Cloche by Ornithologist Charles E. Aiken, ca. 1905. https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-

aiken/.  

https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-aiken/
https://www.cspm.org/cos-150-story/charles-aiken/
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William Sclater 

“More familiar perhaps in the east than in the west, the Song-Sparrow is a tuneful bird, 

enlivening the shrubbery and thicket with his cheerful note.” – William Sclater on the Mountain 

Song Sparrow, 1912 25 

 William Sclater, British Ornithologist and Naturalist, moved to Colorado Springs in 

1906. General William Palmer, founder of the city of Colorado Springs and Sclater’s brother-in-

law, invited Sclater and his wife to move to Colorado. Palmer built Sclater and his wife Charlotte 

a home not far from his estate, Glen Eyrie. The home still stands and is located at the Rock 

Ledge Ranch Historic Site and is known as the Orchard house. The Orchard House is now used 

for tours to educate children and visitors. It has been maintained as an historic house and 

includes historic furnishings and representations of Sclater’s study to appear as it was when he 

lived there.  When he moved to Colorado Springs Palmer appointed Sclater as museum director 

of the Colorado College Natural History Museum, later called the Palmer Hall Natural History 

Museum. Sclater wrote numerous important works for Ibis, and wrote several books, including A 

History of the Birds of Colorado, which Palmer supported him in writing. After Palmer’s death 

in 1909 Sclater and his wife moved back to England. More detail about Sclater’s life can be 

found in the following documents in this section.  

 
25 William Lutley Sclater, “Photograph of General William Palmer,” in A History of the Birds of Colorado, 
(London: Witherby & CO., 1912), xi.  
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Photograph of William Lutley Sclater Featured alongside his obituary in The Ibis 26 

 
26 Claude Henry Baxter Grant: William Lutley Sclater. In: The Ibis. Vol. 87, No. 1, 1945, S. 115–121 (Plate 1 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:William_Lutley_Sclater.PNG and 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1474-919X.1945.tb01364.x.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:William_Lutley_Sclater.PNG
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/j.1474-919X.1945.tb01364.x
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Sclater’s Study at the Orchard House, Courtesy of the Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site27  

 

The following correspondence and obituary concerning William Lutley Sclater are 

included to provide a greater understanding and overview of his life.  

 
27Photograph taken by the author. For more information on Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site visit their website 

https://rockledgeranch.com/. 
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Correspondence concerning the life of William Lutley Sclater, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado 

Springs, Colorado.28 

 
28 T.H Barry to Mrs. Ann Brooks, January 7th, 1980,Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC Archives, Special 

Collections, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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Correspondence concerning the life of William Lutley Sclater, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado Springs, Colorado.29 

 
29 T.H Barry to Mrs. Ann Brooks, January 7th, 1980, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC Archives, Special 

Collections, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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Correspondence concerning the life of William Lutley Sclater, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado Springs, Colorado.30 

 
30 T.H Barry to Mrs. Ann Brooks, January 7th, 1980, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC Archives, Special 

Collections, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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William Lutley Sclater Obiturary, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado Springs, Colorado.31  

 
31 William Lutley Sclater Obituary, 1948, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC Archives, Special Collections, 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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William Lutley Sclater Obiturary, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado Springs, Colorado.32  

 
32 William Lutley Sclater Obituary, 1948, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC Archives, Special Collections, 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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William Sclater’s book, A History of the Birds of Colorado, written in 1912 while he 

lived in Colorado Springs, features seventeen plates and a map. It is dedicated to William 

Jackson Palmer. On the page before the dedication the book features a full-page portrait of 

William Palmer and his signature, this shows how important Palmer was in helping produce this 

work.  

33 

 
33 William Lutley Sclater, “Photograph of General William Palmer,” in A History of the Birds of Colorado, 
(London: Witherby & CO., 1912).  
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34 

 
34 William Lutley Sclater, “Photograph of General William Palmer,” in A History of the Birds of Colorado, 
(London: Witherby & CO., 1912). 
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35 

 
35 William Lutley Sclater, “Photograph of General William Palmer,” in A History of the Birds of Colorado, 
(London: Witherby & CO., 1912), xi. 
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The introduction and acknowledgements of The Birds of Colorado demonstrates that Sclater 

knew Aiken and worked with him to complete the book.  

 

36 

 
36William Lutley Sclater, “Photograph of General William Palmer,” in A History of the Birds of Colorado, (London: 

Witherby & CO., 1912), xxii.  
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37 

 
37 William Lutley Sclater, “Photograph of General William Palmer,” in A History of the Birds of Colorado, 
(London: Witherby & CO., 1912), xxiii. 
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Colorado College Natural History Museum and Sclater  

A paper by Dorothy Mierow about the Colorado College Natural History Museum, provides an 

overview of Sclater’s time as director with some additional information about Charles Aiken.  

 

Excerpts from A Study of the Colorado College Museum, by Dorothy Mierow. Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.38  

 
38 Dorothy Mierow, A Study of the Colorado College Museum, 1955?, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC 

Archives, Special Collections, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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Excerpts from A Study of the Colorado College Museum, by Dorothy Mierow. Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.39 

 
39 Dorothy Mierow, A Study of the Colorado College Museum, 1955?, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC 

Archives, Special Collections, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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Excerpts from A Study of the Colorado College Museum, by Dorothy Mierow. Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.40 

 
40 Dorothy Mierow, A Study of the Colorado College Museum, 1955?, Faculty Bio Sclater, William, box 58, CC 

Archives, Special Collections, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado.   
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Dr. W.W. Arnold 

Do I Love The Birds! 

Do I love the birds, you ask? 

Love I the sunshine and the flowers? 

To love the birds is a pleasing task, 

Sweetening all my waking hours. 

W.W Arnold 1912.41 

 

William W. Arnold moved to Colorado Springs from his home in Illinois out of desire to 

live here. He was a physician by training and practice, but also a dedicated ornithologist. While 

running a physicians practice in Colorado Springs he also had a bird hospital where he cared for 

ill and disabled domestic and wild birds. He became a well-known figure in Colorado Springs 

and consistently advocated for care and understanding of birds. He had a certain gentility and 

special way with birds, which allowed him to care for and heal them. After significant storms 

and drastic weather changes he would often have an uptick in the numbers of wild birds that 

visited his hospital. He was an advocate for the birds, making sure to feature words of warning 

about human impacts on local bird populations. Arnold died in 1923. His obituary in the Gazette 

states, “In reminiscences of the career of Dr. Arnold, many remember his ever-thoughtful care of 

birds during the severe winter months, not only of feathered patients in the hospital, but for the 

free wild birds as well.42 His familiar warming which appeared in the columns of the Gazette 

were seldom forgotten, and he constantly urged householders to “feed the birds.”43 He made it 

 
 
41 W.W. Arnold, “Do I love the birds?”, 1912., Ms 0001, box 3, folder 28, Charles Aiken Papers, Special 

Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 
42 Dr. Arnold Obituary. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_W._Arnold_(ornithologist) https://more.ppld.org/ 

SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf. 
43 Dr. Arnold Obituary. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_W._Arnold_(ornithologist) https://more.ppld.org/ 

SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf. 

https://more.ppld.org/%20SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf
https://more.ppld.org/%20SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf
https://more.ppld.org/%20SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf
https://more.ppld.org/%20SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf
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his life’s work to not only care for nature’s creatures but to educate others, especially children, 

about protecting wildlife. It is clear that Charles Aiken and Dr. Arnold knew each other and were 

likely friends. Many of Arnold’s writings on birds are featured in the Charles Aiken Papers at the 

Tutt Library Special Collections and a photograph of Aiken taken outside his Colorado Springs 

home, displayed in E.R Warren’s tribute to Aiken, credits W.W. Arnold as the photographer.  

 

Photograph of Dr. W.W Arnold with two bird patients at his hospital for disabled Wild Birds, Courtesy of the 

Library of Congress44 

 
44 Photograph of Dr. W.W. Arnold with two bird patients and his hospital for disabled wild birds, Library of 

Congress, June 16th, 1919, https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b35358/.  

https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3b35358/
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The following obituary for Dr. Arnold provides an overview of his life and gives a sense of how 

important he was to the Colorado Springs community and to conservation in the Pikes Peak 

Region. 

45 

 
45 Arnold Obituary . https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_W._Arnold_(ornithologist) 

https://more.ppld.org/SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf. 

https://more.ppld.org/SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf
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46 

 
46 Arnold Obituary . https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_W._Arnold_(ornithologist) 

https://more.ppld.org/SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf. 

https://more.ppld.org/SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf
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https://more.ppld.org/SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf. 

https://more.ppld.org/SpecialCollections/Index/ArticleOrders/477091.pdf


Binkowski 46 

 

 

My Epitaph! 

When I am dead and laid beneath the sod, 

Rear no monumental slabs to tell who 

lies here, 

But let the flowers and birds, ministers 

of God, 

Hold their loving revels there. 

W.W Arnold 1912.48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
48 W.W. Arnold, “My Epitaph!”, 1912., Ms 0001, box 3, folder 28, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 
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Aiken Audubon Society History 

“Our mission is to promote the enjoyment, study, and conservation of the birds of the Pikes Peak 

region.”49 

This section features articles relevant to the Aiken Audubon Chapter of the Pikes Peak 

Region that were discovered in archival collections upon conducting research for this project. 

This is not intended to be a comprehensive history of the society, considering the scarcity of 

documents found, but rather to highlight findings.  According to the Aiken Audubon Society 

website, “Aiken Audubon Society, named for naturalist Charles Aiken (1850-1936), began in 

April 1950 as the Aiken Ornithological Society. This Society mainly studied birds and their 

habitats, wrote papers which are now housed in the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, and 

had a series of Wildlife Film-Lectures as a community activity. Aiken Ornithological Society 

became a chapter of the National Audubon Society in May 1971.”50 A description and history of 

Aiken Audubon with more detail, written by Linda Hodges is quoted below:  

Aiken Audubon History 

Written by Linda Hodges, 2022 

“Early Years and Incorporation 

Prior to the Aiken Audubon Society, in Colorado Springs, there was the Aiken 

Ornithological Society. According to member Sally Sorensen, the group existed when she and 

Ben moved to Colorado Springs in 1965. It was centered around Colorado College and a few of 

 
49 “Aiken Audubon Mission Statement”, accessed October 11, 2022,  https://www.aikenaudubon.com/  
50 “History”, accessed October 11th, 2022,  https://www.aikenaudubon.com/about-aiken-audubon-2/.  

https://aikenaudubon.wordpress.com/91-2/about-aiken-audubon/who-was-charles-aiken/
https://www.aikenaudubon.com/
https://www.aikenaudubon.com/about-aiken-audubon-2/
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the professors. It was a small, close-knit group that birded together, held programs at Colorado 

College and gathered socially. They put out a newsletter and charged a small membership fee. 

On July 13, 1972 the Aiken Audubon Society was incorporated. Signers of the papers 

were Kenneth Turner Blackshaw (USAFA), R Fred Rebbeck and Susan Reese (possibly now 

Susan Craig?). The updated “Constitution and By-laws” (Dec 1972) shows that the organization 

was part of the National Audubon Society. Ken Blackshaw was behind the push to become part 

of National. At that time, committees consisted of Membership, Publicity, Education and 

Library, Programs, Field Trips and Courtesy (sending sympathy and appreciation cards). No 

copy of the original Constitution has been found. 

The purposes of the organization were educational, scientific, investigative, literary, 

historical, and philanthropic and charitable. Student membership was $6. “Existing members of 

the Aiken Ornithological Society may retain their membership at $2 per annum,” per the by-

laws. On February 26, 1973, Aiken Audubon Society became a 501(c)3. The address given was 

1113 Wood Ave. 

Throughout the years, Aiken Audubon has continued to offer field trips, monthly 

programs (Sept- May) and newsletters, as well as sponsoring the Spring, Fall and Christmas Bird 

Counts. The organization has given conservation and research grants, and in 2021 initiated both 

the Foothills and Prairie Grant Program as well as the Young Birders’ Fund. In addition, they’ve 

helped fund the Pikes Peak Birding and Nature Festival, which was founded by member and 

Past-President Rise” Foster-Bruder. 

Members that have played major roles over the years include Sally and Ben Sorensen, 

Charlie Campbell, Virginia and John Maynard, Gary Conover and Rise” Foster-Bruder. 
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Redwing Sanctuary 

May 24, 1982: Redwing Sanctuary was donated to Aiken by HHP (?,) according to the 

paperwork. The 18.1-acre parcel was bounded by Academy Blvd to the east, Pikes Peak Ave to 

the north, Bijou St to the south, and Spring Creek to the east. Aiken raised about $40,000, which 

was intended for a nature center on the property. With insurance and property taxes costing 

~$1000/year, however; it became unsupportable. The property was donated to the city of 

Colorado Springs in 2010 after attempts to sell it via the TOPS (Trails, Open Space and Parks) 

city program failed. 

Kiowa Creek Sanctuary 

1992: Janet Faar donated Kiowa Creek Sanctuary, with deed restrictions, to Audubon 

(not to Aiken). The 1579-acre property is located at 10165 Hodgen Rd in Black Forest. For a 

number of years it was managed by Aiken Audubon, mainly by member Jeannie Mitchell, who 

furnished the house on the property. Field trips and Sunday/Sundae gatherings were held 

regularly, and one Aiken couple was married there. 

In 2010, Audubon Rockies took over management of Kiowa Creek, as it was necessary 

for the property to become income-producing. In 2014, it was leased to Corner Post Meats, 

which is run sustainably by Adrienne Larrew and Dan Lorenz. Corner Post was the first ranch 

certified by Audubon’s Conservation Ranching Initiative. As of this date, Corner Post continues 

to lease it, and welcomes Aiken on the property for field trips.”51 

 

 
51 Hodges, Linda. History of Aiken Audubon Society.  
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News Articles Featuring Aiken Audubon  

In 1986 the Aiken Audubon Society recognized the 50th anniversary of Charles Aiken’s 

death by creating a checklist of birds. These activities are featured in this news article along with 

information about Charles Aiken.  
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Newspaper Article About Charles Aiken and the Aiken Audubon Society, Courtesy of Special Collections, Tutt 

Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado52 

 
52 “Charles Aiken” 1912., Ms 0001, box 3, folder 28, Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt Library, 

Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 
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53 Gazette Telegraph Article about the Aiken Audubon Society December 28th 1980, Aiken Family Collection, A44-

81, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Starsmore Center for Local History.    
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Gazette Telegraph Article about the Aiken Audubon Society December 28th 1980, Courtesy of the Colorado Springs 

Pioneers Museum Starsmore Center for Local History 54 

 
54Gazette Telegraph Article about the Aiken Audubon Society December 28th 1980, Aiken Family Collection, A44-

81, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Starsmore Center for Local History.    
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Aiken Canyon Gazette Newspaper Article, 1994, Courtesy of Colorado College Special Collections55 

 
55 “Canyon to open to public; county Oks visitor center,” Gazette Telegraph, 1994, Ms 0001, box 3, folder 28, 

Charles Aiken Papers, Special Collections, Tutt Library, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO. 
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Finally, this study concludes with a transcription of a conversation with members of the Aiken 

Ornithological Society in October of 1961. 

 CHAT WITH MEMBERS OF THE AIKEN ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY   

 16 0ct 61 

 If Uncle Charlie were alive he would be extremely pleased to know you had named the 

bird club after him. He was a rather slight, quiet and very modest man with a sweet smile who 

had time to talk about birds and animals with anyone who dropped into his shop to find out 

something they didn’t know but were sure he did. In fact, his sisters used to get thoroughly 

disgusted with him because he let people pick his brains and then take credit in published articles 

for his findings.  

 When Dorothy asked me to reminisce a few minutes about Uncle Charlie and the Aiken 

Family, I hoped she would talk first and I could fill in the chinks, because actually we don’t 

know a great deal. My sister, brother and I have put our heads together over a thousand miles – 

which in itself is a pretty good stunt if you can get away with it – and we haven’t always agreed 

on our recollections but I believe most of the following details are correct. Uncle Charlie was 20 

years older than my mother and by the time I was old enough to take an interest in his activities 

he seemed like an old man to me. By that time, except for short trips, he had given up hunting 

and ranging extensively looking for birds.  

He was born in 1850 in Benson, Vt, the only boy with 4 sisters. The family moved from 

Vt to Chicago but the date is not known to me. Uncle Charlie never married but lived with 2 of 

the sisters who didn’t always see eye to eye with his activities. He thought to the last, breakfast 

was the best meal of the day if it consisted of meat and potatoes and ended with pie.  

I believe Uncle Charlie came to Colorado Springs alone about 1869. He was not very 

well as a result of military service with the Vermont Volunteers in the Civil War. This would 

have made him pretty young but I saw his moth-eaten uniform un the trunk un the Aiken barn 

after his death. He went down through Dead Man’s Canon where he built a cabin north of the 

present Juniper Valley Ranch. There was a fine spring  and I am told it is piped in to the Hitch 

Rack Ranch which, so far as we can tell, covers what was once the Aiken ranch. It was the spring 

where Uncle Charlie was waylaid by an extremely unfriendly Indian. He had gone into the spring 

house where his exit was blocked by the Indian. After some argument, Uncle Charlie pushed the 

man inside and started toward the cabin to get his gun. The Indian jumped on his pony and tried 

to run Uncle Charlie down. He stood his ground until the horse was almost on him, then he hit 

the horse with a glancing blow on the side of the head, which deflected its forward motion. The 

Indian tried the same maneuver 2 or 3 times and finally gave up in disgust and rode away.  

My grandfather owned a department store in Chicago which he lost – with most of his 

worldly goods – in the fire of 1871. A young merchant tried to persuade him to pool their 

resources and open a store but Uncle Charlie had written such glowing accounts of the west that 

my grandfather decided not to go into business with this man – who was Marshall Field – but to 
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move his family to Colorado. How different all our lives would have been if he had stayed in 

Chicago! The train trip west was slow and arduous, as you can imagine. The train stopped at 

night because of Indian raids, and there were few comforts. The maid they brought with them 

took one look at the shacks which constituted Colorado Springs in 1871 and took the return train 

back to Chicago. Uncle Charlie met the family with oxcarts and transported them and their 

household goods to the ranch where my grandfather became a sheep rancher and my 

grandmother, who had always been a maid, learned the hard way about life in the west. The 

cabin was on the direct migration route the Indians followed spring and fall and my grandmother 

often had the dubious pleasure of cooking for Indians who said not a word but pushed open the 

door and sat down at the table.  

One time Uncle Charlie and my grandfather were away when some Indians walked in. 

The chief apparently was attracted to my Aunt Kittie who was about 18 at the time. The Indian 

let my grandmother know in some manner that he was willing to swap his pony for Aunt Kittie. 

Somehow this seemed like an unequal trade and it was sometime before my grandmother was 

able to convince the chief that she didn’t need the pony but did need her daughter.  

We aren’t sure just how many years the Aiken family stayed on the ranch although I 

think it was not more than 2 or 3. A sudden heavy spring snow – such as we all know out here – 

caught all the sheep and lambs, and my grandfather decided he’d had it and moved the family to 

Colorado Springs where he built the first 2 story house in town, on Huerfano and Weber. 

Huerfano is now Colorado Avenue and the lot is presently occupied by a fire station. This part 

about the first 2 story house may not be factual, as Marshall Sprague indicated in “Newport in 

the Rockies” that there were others in the vicinity of Cascade and Kiowa. 

My mother was 5 when they moved to Colorado and she told me about playing on a large 

rock, overshadowed by a pine tree, near a cabin on the ranch. One day Uncle Charlie came out, 

gun in hand, and spoke very quietly to her, telling her to sit still and not be afraid. Then he shot a 

large bobcat on the branch right over her head. 

My brother and I have often recalled the family picnic held at the ranch when he and I 

were small. I was probably about 5 at the time. All the Aiken Cousins, Aunts and Uncles 

foregathered in Colorado Springs and by three-seated carriages we drove to the ranch, taking all 

day for the trip. After all, it was eight miles each way on an extremely rough road, not laid out by 

expert highway engineers. We found lots of Indian arrowheads on the ground as we played near 

the big rock. 

While they loved at the ranch for many years afterwards, Uncle Charlie went off in a 

wagon or on horseback looking for birds and animals. He would be gone for months at a time 

through strange, uncharted country of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, as well as Colorado, 

collecting eggs, nests and birds which he sent to the Smithsonian Institute. Many years ago I 

found several hand-written letters addressed to him from the Secretary of the Interior, relative to 

theses specimens. I regret that I can no longer find these. In my many moves apparently  they 

have been lost.  
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Uncle Charlie always took a dog with him on these trips, particularly a setter named 

Beach who was extremely intelligent. One time Uncle Charlie discovered he had lost his hunting 

knife – a very precious article in those days. Apparently he took Beach into his confidence and 

sent him back along the trail to find it. Sure enough, the dog returned after some time with the 

knife in his mouth. 

There is a story in “Birds of the Southwest”, a Colorado College Bulletin published 

March 1937, about a favorite dog being stolen. Our recollection of the incident differs slightly 

from the printed version and is as follows: When he realized the dog was really missing, Uncle 

Charlie backtracked toward an Indian camp which he had passed, suspecting they had the dog. 

He met some soldiers and was talking to them when he saw the Indians coming down the trail 

and tied under the wagon was his dog. The soldiers assisted Uncle Charlie in retrieving the dog.  

One day when the family was living on Huerfano St. Uncle Charlie found an unusual 

rattlesnake in snow and slush in the gutter. He took it home and put it in a mason jar which was 

placed beside the Franklin stove. Apparently he became very attached to the snake because he 

called it Percy, and Percy was a member of the family for several weeks; although never 

welcomed by the sisters. Percy revived with the heat and did a lot of singing in his jar. This so 

scared Aunt Jessie that the jar was moved to a shelf in the cellar entryway opening off the dining 

room. One day Aunt Kittie went to the shelf to get a jar of pickles and came out with Percy – 

every rattle in high gear. The resulting hullabaloo disgusted Uncle Charlie, who couldn’t 

understand or appreciate the squeamishness of the female members of his family. Reluctantly he 

killed the snake which he sent to the Smithsonian. It was found to be a rare specimen and they 

accepted it with alacrity.  

One time about 1915 Uncle Charlie disappeared for two days and everyone, including the 

police, hunted frantically for him. When he returned tired but unharmed he was disgusted with 

the turmoil. He’d had a hunch about an unusual bird appearing north of Roswell, so he took the 

street car to the end of the line (without divulging his plans) and walked two or three miles 

farther. He sat down in a field for 36 hours when he successfully bagged the bird, which was also 

sent to the Smithsonian. They were delighted once more as that particular species had never been 

known to come this far south. Unfortunately, the name of the bird is unknown to any of us.  

My sister tells about a trip with Uncle Charlie when she was 11 or 12 years old. They 

went up Hurricane Gulch near Cascade and down the auto road then under construction, taking 

all day for the trip as they plodded slowly along looking for and occasionally getting the birds he 

wanted for his collection. He must have been at least 65 years old at this time.  

He had a very keen ear for bird songs and calls and used to entertain his small relatives 

with his accurate imitations.  

For several years after the Aikens moved to the Springs my grandfather had a curio store 

on Pikes Peak Avenue. Uncle Charlie would go on trips into the Indian Country and bring back 

Navajo rugs, baskets and a variety of gems, in addition to his specimens. There also were many 

stuffed birds and animal skins on display in the store. This was the first of many stores in 



Binkowski 58 

 

Colorado Springs to display these items. After grandfather’s death in 1904 Uncle Charlie gave 

up the store but continued with the taxidermy shop, which had been located back of the store. 

While they lived on Huerfano over a period of several years Uncle Charlie had 20 or 

more setters and pointers which took many blue ribbons and cups. The neighbors finally objected 

so strenuously to the constant barking – and who wouldn’t – that he was forced to get rid of his 

dogs.  

He died in January 1936. Jos family always hoped he would take time to put into writing 

for the record many fascinating and unusual experiences he’d had in the early days. It would 

have been a real contribution to the early history of the west and particularly to Colorado 

Springs. This brief account is a very inadequate substitute.  

       Harriet T. Whitehouse 56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
56 Transcription of “Chat with Members of the Aiken Ornithological Society, October 1961, Aiken Family 

Collection, A44-81, Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Starsmore Center for Local History.    
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